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AN IDEAL LOCATION, enviable views out to Sydney 
Harbour and charming heritage architecture were all 
drawcards for these owners who spotted the potential of 
this well-proportioned apartment. To help adapt the 
space located within the heritage-listed Kilmory, a grand 
Arts and Crafts-style estate built in 1913 in the exclusive 
harbourside suburb of Point Piper, for contemporary 
family life, they engaged heritage interior design specialist 
Jillian Dinkel of Jillian Dinkel Designs. How did you 
become involved with this project? Interested in our 
specialisation in heritage and period home design and in 
the contemporary curation of modern lighting and 
furnishings, our clients enlisted us to re-imagine the 
interior of this apartment from top to bottom to align 
with their lifestyle and sophisticated taste. In addition to 
improving the aesthetics of this heritage home, there was 
also a great need to adapt spaces to suit their busy family 
life. We took extra care to create whimsical and creative 
spaces for their two children and to incorporate concealed 
storage solutions throughout the home. What were the 
challenges of the space and how did you resolve them? With a 
love of global design, this project saw our team curating 
pieces from all corners of the world for our clients – and, 

These pages, clockwise from left Key materials such as American oak, exquisite Arabescato marble and blackened steel marry within a moody 

Poliform ‘Trail’ kitchen in black elm joinery and Black Caviar marble from Granite & Marble Works. V-Zug combi-steam ovens and induction 

cooktop and Pitt natural gas cooktop, all from Winning Appliances. Poliform ‘Ventura’ stool. Custom ‘Branchbubble’ pendant light from Giffin 

Design. On island, from left, Shigaraki plate in Charcoal from Provider Store, AYTM ‘Volvi’ glass bowl and ‘Glacies’ vases from Becker Minty and 

client’s own marble bowl. In the dining room, custom American oak panelling by Adam Standfield Cabinet Making was designed to echo the 

home’s heritage details. ‘Kensington’ table and ‘Seattle’ leather chairs from Poliform. Apparatus ‘Median’ surface-mounted lights in Alabaster 

and Aged Brass from Criteria. Ancestor Black + White sculpture by William Versace from Curatorial+Co. Perched on the landing, an Arflex ‘Botolo’ 

chair from Space sits facing an Apparatus ‘Dyad’ sconce from Criteria. Walls in Dulux ‘Teahouse’. The moody scheme continues in the powder 

room with swathes of Black Caviar marble from Granite & Marble Works. Custom vanity in black oak made by Adam Standfield Cabinet Making 

with an ‘Icon’ tap from Astra Walker. Vessel, client’s own. A Parachilna ‘Aballs’ suspension lamp hangs in front of ‘Yuki’ border tiles in black gloss 

from Artedomus. ‘Savona’ porcelain floor tiles in Anthracite from Surface Gallery.

68

S M A R T  S P A C E S



with that, also at the mercy of the international shipping 
crisis. We were also held back by the Covid construction 
lockdowns and delayed shipments all which have impacted 
the timelines of so many projects both at home and 
abroad. We used this extra time on site to select accessory 
furnishings and styling pieces to ensure that when our 
clients did move in, the space had a warm homely feeling 
that was truly complete. What was the starting point for the 
interiors? The starting point for all our projects is truly 
getting to know our clients and their lifestyle, family 
dynamics and what sparks joy for them. We then interpret 
that information to conceptualise designs they had 
perhaps not thought of. Similar to some of our other most 
successful projects, our clients gave us wide creative berth 
which has allowed us to surprise and delight them with 
the result. For this project, the concept started with a few 
key materials such as American oak, the most exquisite 
Arabescato marble and blackened steel to pair alongside a 
darkly moody Poliform kitchen. How would you describe the 
completed interior? A sophisticated family home that 

doesn’t take itself too seriously. The 
apartment’s curation of globally sourced 
finds is apparent from first visit, but these 
pieces sit so well alongside cherished 
family mementos. Our studio’s aim is to 
celebrate heritage interior design by 
preserving original architecture and 
populating those spaces with modern 
furnishings and conveniences. What are 
some of your favourite elements? The master 
ensuite vanity combined some of my 
favourite materials on the project – a 
blackened steel splashback, Arabescato 
marble and horsehair sconces from 
Apparatus. The American oak panelling, 
a modern nod to the estate’s heritage 
staircase and panels, was beautifully 
executed by our joiner. This feature 
carries throughout the transition spaces 
within the home, adding an element of 

These pages, clockwise from left The 

drama of the kitchen’s monochromatic 

scheme is amplified by the luxurious 

material palette. The jewel in the crown 

of the ensuite is the custom Arabescato 

marble vanity by Jillian Dinkel Designs and 

made by Granite & Marble Works with 

blackened steel splashback, Claybrook 

‘Cove’ basin in Armory Grey from 

Rogerseller and ‘Icon’ tapware from Astra 

Walker. Tina Psarianos ‘Come Play’ 

sculpture from The DEA Store. Above, 

Apparatus ‘Horsehair’ sconce from 

Criteria. Striped cotton bath towel from In 

Bed on Claybrook ‘Orbit 1300’ bath in 

Armory Grey from Rogerseller with ‘Icon’ 

bath filler from Astra Walker. ‘Savona’ 

porcelain floor tile in Anthracite from 

Surface Gallery. Plaster wall finish by 

Hermosa Finishes. In the music room, 

Poliform ‘Seattle’ leather chair, Oeuffice 

‘Dorik’ stool from Criteria, and custom silk 

rug made by The Rug Establishment. 

Cabinetry in Dulux ‘Teahouse’. On the 

shelves are ‘Volvi’ glass bowl from Becker 

Minty, ‘Inaba’ candle from Provider Store 

and Tina Psarianos Jubilant 2 from The 

DEA Store. Apparatus ‘Dyad’ sconces 

from Criteria. Custom steel frame doors 

by L’Officina by Vincenzo open onto the 

sunroom. ‘Edra Pack’ sofa from Space. 

Carrara and Nero Marquina marble floor 

tiles from Bisanna Tiles in striking 

checkerboard pattern. New Volumes 

‘Hurlysi’ side tables from Artedomus. 

Royal Botania ‘Parker’ wall lights from 

LightCo. Linen curtains by Simple Studio. 

71

S M A R T  S P A C E S



warmth to the monochromatic spaces. The girls’ bedroom 
was so much fun to put together – Cole & Son’s ‘Nuvolette’ 
wallpaper is an actual dreamscape. Were there any devices 
employed to maximise the sense of space? The sunroom 
benefits from the low-lying Edra ‘Pack’ sofa that allows 
for the harbour views just beyond to pull the outside in. 
We also utilised fine-framed sliding steel doors, windows 
and room dividers to allow light to pass from space to 
space, pulling you further into the home. We called 
attention to the high period ceilings with decorative 
lighting that draws your eye from first glance. What 
informed the selection of furniture, art, fittings and finishes? 
Our clients had a real appreciation for Italian design so 
items from Poliform, Edra and Baxter were procured 
alongside some of our favourite American lighting. We 
worked collaboratively with our clients’ impeccably 
selected furnishings and with decorator Vellum Interiors 
on the furniture. We focused on pieces that were 
sophisticated yet appropriate for family life. The girls’ 
bedroom and playroom were an opportunity for the 
Jillian Dinkel Designs team to have a lot of fun, playing 
with their favourite colours of pink and blue to create 
dramatic and impactful rooms undercut with a sense of 
whimsy. Were you happy with the execution? What do you 
enjoy about being in the space? Our clients are very happy 
with their new home, and our team has enjoyed such a 
synergy and mutual trust in working with them. We’re 
honoured to be working on a second project for this fun-
loving family. Having the opportunity to visit this 
apartment a year on, it’s such a joy to see this heritage 
home brought back to life, and the design as a beautiful 
backdrop to family memories. jilliandinkel.com

This page, clockwise from top In the playroom, walnut library ladder on 

brass rod by Jillian Dinkel Designs and made by Adam Standfield 

Cabinet Making. Armac Martin ‘Gaumont’ handles in Aged Brass on 

joinery. On shelves, Small Pyramid sculpture by Susan Chen and New 

Friend Blue and Stripe sculpture by Dear Human both from 

Curatorial+Co. Faux fur carpet in Silver from Cadrys. In the bedroom, 

custom beds from Arthur G with bespoke Italian bedlinen by Jillian 

Dinkel Designs. Baxter ‘Plissè’ bedside table in Heritage Oltremare 

leather. Cole & Son Fornasetti ‘Nuvolette’ wallpaper from Icon 

Radford. Julie Neill ‘Alberto’ sconces from Montauk Lighting Co. 

Custom shutters on the exterior by Simple Studio. 
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