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KITCHEN
TRENDS

From moody hues to
striking splashbacks,
here are the 2021
kitchen trends you
need to know about.

CLEVER, CONCEALED STORAGE
The kitchen has become the most used and lived-in
room of the house, meaning the demands for kitchen
storage are growing greater every year. Smart storage
solutions like pull-out pantries and compartmentalised
drawers have certainly gained popularity, but it is the
butler’s pantry that is cementing itself as the kitchen
trend to invest in now, especially in large open-plan
kitchens that are widely used for entertaining.
Complete the look
1 Anchorage concrete dining table,
$2295, Coco Republic. 2 Halo marble
kitchen set with mixer, $1278, Brodware.
3 Muuto Nerd barstool in Oak, $805,
Surrounding. 4 Cast-iron round casserole
dish in Meringue, $469, Le Creuset.

Kitchen design trends can be fast
and fleeting, which means keeping
your kitchen up to date, stylish
and functional can prove to be
a demanding job.
While neutral surfaces and subway
tiles dominated kitchen design in 2019
and 2020, the new year sees a turn
toward moodier tones, more textured
surfaces and new storage plans.
Whether you’re planning a kitchen
renovation or looking to freshen up
existing cabinetry and finishes, here
are five kitchen trends set to revive
your existing design.

WORDS OLIVIA CLARKE. MERCHANDISING CLAUDIA STEPHENSON. PHOTOGRAPHY NICOLE FRANZEN (RIGHT) & DEREK SWALWELL (OPPOSITE).
KITCHEN DESIGN ATHENA CALDERONE (RIGHT) & KENNEDY NOLAN (OPPOSITE).
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VINTAGE STYLE
Moving away from minimalist kitchen design, classic, oldschool kitchens are set to re-gain serious popularity in 2021.
With a sophisticated yet laid-back approach, this trend will
celebrate natural and textured raw-timber floors, clean white
walls and wicker or rattan furniture — the perfect style for
open-plan family kitchens.
If you’re looking to invest in this trend, a great place to
start is by refreshing existing cabinetry with modern, textured
draws and doors, and when accented with black handles, they
bring a real sense of relaxed living to a kitchen. The look can
be further brought to life with neutral-toned pendant lamps,
timber floorboards and bar stools. ➤
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Complete the look
1 Sicilian Turban Head vase, $550, Fenton & Fenton. 2 Solana Cone
table lamp, $363.69, CB2. 3 Abing barstool in Natural, $834, Satara.
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INTEGRATED APPLIANCES
As modern, open-plan kitchens become
increasingly popular, the gap between
functionality and aesthetics is getting smaller.
In saying this, the integrated appliances trend
will well and truly continue into 2021.
The beauty of incorporating the trend into
your kitchen is the design freedom that integrated
appliances bring. For example, placing a freezer
in a space where a cupboard would normally
reside. Thus, if your kitchen is on the smaller
side, integrated appliances might be the perfect
solution for you. If your kitchen is larger or
open-plan, the integrated appliance trend can
help bring a greater sense of cohesiveness to
your kitchen’s overall design. ●

1
3

MATTE BLACK PALETTE
Moody hues are making a comeback to the kitchen in
2021, with matte black kitchens fortifying themselves
as the kitchen colour of choice. The captivating trend
is dominating every element of kitchen design, from
cabinetry to splashbacks and hardware, and is the
perfect way to add a sense of drama to any design.
Matte black tapware and accents are a great way to
subtly incorporate the trend into your kitchen, adding
contrast and interest to more traditional Shaker-style
kitchens with wooden flooring and white cabinets.
If you’re ready to take on the colour trend head first,
try swapping out old doors and drawers for cabinetry
with a matte black finish.

Complete the look
Sub-Zero Designer Series refrigerator/freezer, POA,
and Wolf Contemporary E Series oven, POA, both
from au.subzero-wolf.com

STRIKING SPLASHBACKS
Much like doors and drawers, splashbacks heavily
contribute to the overall look and feel of a kitchen.
Whilst last year’s splashback trend saw an emphasis
on the use of luxe materials, such as marble, this year’s
kitchen splashbacks make a far bigger and bolder
statement — think unique textured materials, eyecatching geometric patterns, mirrors and even steel.
If your kitchen has a neutral colour palette, clean
lines and refined finishes, a striking splashback can
be a great way to add greater visual interest. Try glossy
tiles in a revitalising green hue.
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Complete the look
1 Glass wall light, $600, Lighting Collective.
2 Newport Gloss Subway tile in Jade Green,
$66/m2, Tile Cloud. 3 Large Resin Pebble
vase in Malachite, $300, Dinosaur Designs.
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PHOTOGRAPHY PABLO VEIGA (TOP), ANSON SMART (LEFT) & PETER CLARKE (RIGHT).
KITCHEN DESIGN JILLIAN DINKLE DESIGNS (TOP), GREG NATALE (LEFT) & STUDIO LANCINI (RIGHT).

Complete the look
1 Tea Rex kettle, $365, Alessi. 2 Hand-blown Duo wall light, $1400,
Lighting Collective. 3 Zip HydroTap Celsius Arc tap, $4395, Zip Water.

