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SPECIAL

cheat sheet
Who lives here Ben, who works
in FinTech; his wife Sarah, a lawyer;
and their puppy, Luna.
Style of home A two-bedroom 1890s
terrace in Paddington, Sydney, with
a new, contemporary scheme.
Interior designer Jillian Dinkel was
hired in July 2017 and renovations
began in June 2018. The owners moved
back in 3 months later.
The cost of the renovation was
$$$$
$215,000 (excluding furniture).

KITCHEN New marble surfaces from
Euro Marble have a calming effect on the
space. The cabinetry is by Jillian Dinkel
Designs, installed by Madden Bespoke
Interiors. Appliances, Fisher & Paykel.
Silhouette wall light, Ross Gardam.
DINING AREA Leaning on the Zuster
‘Halo Console’, a limited-edition framed
print from Blacklist pulls the focus.
Parachilna ‘Aballs’ table lamp, Ke-zu.

plan
of action

A tweaked floor plan, new storage
and a monochrome redux turned this
Sydney terrace into a spacious, serene
home loved by the couple who live here
WORDS CARLI PHILIPS PHOTOGRAPHY PABLO VEIGA STYLING JILLIAN DINKEL

before
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DINING Across the freshly stained dark
floor is a new custom steel door leading
to the courtyard. Sloan Cross marble
table, GlobeWest. Husk Wrap chairs,
Zuster. Gubi ‘Ronde’ pendant light, Cult.
STAIRCASE Creating a storage cupboard
and cheeky drinks cabinet under the
stairs are just two of the clever ways Jillian
has hidden clutter in the home.

before

B

en and Sarah both grew up in terrace

houses and weren’t at all fazed by the small
92-square-metre footprint of their new
home in Sydney’s Paddington. After buying
in early 2017, they hired Jillian Dinkel
to maximise every inch of the floor plan.
Jillian is The Terrace House Designer
(the name of her design blog) and specialises
in adapting heritage homes to modern lifestyles, a unique niche
for the Boston-born designer who moved to Australia six years
ago from New York, where she worked for fashion magazines
as a casting agent and stylist. “Terrace housing is very different
to what I was used to in the US, but I fell in love with the
architecture here,” she says. “I’ve lived in Manhattan, where space
and light is at a premium, and I am familiar with creative ways
to bring that back into homes that are lacking it.”
The layout of Ben and Sarah’s kitchen functioned well, but
Jillian felt its tired cabinetry and finishes needed upgrading.
She replaced them with new ones in a two-pack poly finish
(a dark navy called Dulux Antarctic Deep) featuring recessed
finger pulls, and even managed to accommodate an integrated
double-door fridge and six-burner stove without the space feeling
cramped. “Most people think that a small kitchen means you
need to have small appliances, which isn’t true,” says Jillian.
“You can have full-sized appliances within a small footprint; they
just need to be compartmentalised well. I designed an appliance
cupboard with doors that fully retract, and drawers you can pull
all the way out.” Avid cook Ben now has a designated spot for
everything in the kitchen, including his beloved coffee machine.
“One of the major goals was to give the house a serene feeling,
and the way we did it was to ensure that anything with clutter
potential was completely hidden away,” says Jillian.
In the living area, pastel-blue accent walls were painted over
in Dulux’s Vivid White, and a rectangular doorway from the
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The renovation came in on
time because we had fully
documented drawings that
we didn’t deviate from
JILLIAN DINKEL, DESIGNER
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MAIN BEDROOM Whiting out most
of the room in Dulux Vivid White means
small details like the contrasting curtain
rail, Canvas + Sasson ‘Soho Casina’ chair
and Kelly Wearstler standing lamp from
The Montauk Lighting Co really stand out.
LIVING AREA The door arch was kept
and made into a feature mirrored by the
arch of the fireplace. Chair (as before).

bright idea

11
FIRST FLOOR

dining area to the courtyard was knocked out and replaced
with steel-framed glass doors, shaped to echo the original arches
throughout. This larger opening was one of the biggest
contributors to more internal light.
While most of the renovation was smooth sailing, Sarah
and Ben disagreed over whether the landscaping should be done
at the same time. “Sarah was keen for the property to have
a consistent look and feel,” he says, “but I was terrified of our
house budget blowing out with a commitment to do the garden.
Turns out we came in right on budget – so I was wrong!”
In order to afford certain things, such as luxe lighting, the
couple did cut back in other areas. The floor wasn’t in great
shape and needed patching but they decided to keep it, staining
it dark to hide the imperfections. “It still has dings, but I think
they add character and make it all the more lovely,” says Jillian.
While working on the staircase, inconsistencies were
discovered in the risers and treads. Bringing them up to current
standards would have meant losing more than a metre of
bathroom space on the first floor, which was too valuable.
Their wet area wishlist included a freestanding bathtub and
shower, so Jillian created a nib vanity wall to make room for both.
She added high-quality flecked terrazzo, a marble vanity top with
integrated basin, black-stained American oak-veneer cabinetry
and a wall sconce from Apparatus Studio. “I didn’t realise how
much the complexity of the joinery would affect the price,” says
Ben. “But rather than scaling back, we just decided to simplify it.”
Sarah says she and Ben couldn’t be happier with Jillian’s work.
“Our terrace is now a place of comfort and hotel-style luxury.”
Jillian Dinkel Designs, Surry Hills, NSW; jilliandinkel.com
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GROUND FLOOR

BUILDING WORK BY RENOTECH. BED LINEN, CULTIVER. BLANKET, HALE MERCANTILE CO. ARTWORK, BLACKLIST. ARTWORK
(OPPOSITE, ON CABINET) BY ANTHONY LISTER. CENSER INCENSE BURNER (IN FRONT), APPARATUS STUDIO

In a Victorian home,
retain decorative period
elements such as the
fireplace and cornices, but
present them in a different
way. Recontextualise with
clean lines, a chic
monochrome palette
and minimalist styling.
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1 Verandah
2 Entry hall
3 Living room
4 Dining area
5 Bar
6 Kitchen

7 Courtyard
8 Landing
9 Main bedroom
10 Verandah
11 Bedroom
12 Bathroom
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BATHROOM (this page and opposite)
Handmade subway wall tiles and terrazzo
floor tiles from Surface Gallery add
a low-key elegance to the shower. Astra
Walker brass tapware works in beautifully
with the Dyad wall sconce (above the
vanity) from Apparatus Studio. Simple
white bathtub, Reece. Vase, Zakkia.

GREAT FINDS

next round

Contemporary black and white
pieces in shapely geometric forms
are easy to find and simple to style

LESSONS LEARNT
“Not going for it can cost you
more in the long term”

FROM LEFT Sloan Cross marble table, $2690,
GlobeWest. Parachilna ‘Aballs’ table lamp, from
$1474, Ke-zu. Apparatus ‘Censer’ candleholder/
incense burner, $1595, Criteria Collection. Kelly
Wearstler ‘Cleo’ floor lamp, $3190, The Montauk
Lighting Co. Gubi ‘Ronde’ pendant, $690, Cult.
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ADDITIONAL PRODUCT SOURCING: NATALIE JOHNSON

BEN, HOMEOWNER

“We tried to buy our first home during the
Sydney price explosion of 2015 and 2016 and
got gazumped on the first house we bid on
in late 2015 by only $5000, right before prices
started to skyrocket. At the time, we thought
prices would steady but we were wrong. It took
us 12 months to finally buy a place and by that
time prices had gone up 40 per cent.”

